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Abstract: The current study aimed to measure the level of information literacy and research
competence among graduate students at the Faculty of Social Work, Fayoum University, and
to analyze the correlation between them in the context of rapid digital transformation. The
study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, employing two measurement tools: an
information literacy scale (covering dimensions such as technological awareness, information
sources, search processes, information processing, and strategic use of information) and a
research competence scale (covering dimensions such as research design skills,
methodological competencies, scientific output, critical research thinking, cognitive
innovation ability, and ethical awareness in research). The study was conducted on a sample
of 120 students from the preparatory stages of master's and doctoral programs. The results
revealed a high level of information literacy, with the strategic use of information ranking
first, followed by information processing, technological awareness, information search
processes, and finally handling information sources. Regarding research competence, the
highest level was recorded in ethical awareness in research, followed by research design
skills, methodological competencies, cognitive innovation ability, critical research thinking,
and finally scientific output. The findings also showed a strong, positive, and statistically
significant correlation between information literacy and research competence as a whole
(0.674), with a strong emphasis on the correlation between strategic use of information and
the improvement of methodological competencies (0.633). In light of these results, the study
recommended integrating information literacy training courses into graduate programs,
enhancing the use of specialized databases and statistical analysis tools, and organizing
workshops to develop advanced skills in scientific documentation and critical thinking. It also

called for strengthening the integration between ethical considerations and information skills
to ensure ethical and standardized research.
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