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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the contributions of generalist social work practice in
supporting rural female health pioneers within health units to implement social
marketing campaigns. It also seeks to examine the challenges these pioneers face in
benefiting from generalist practice in carrying out such campaigns, as well as to explore
the mechanisms through which social work practice can effectively support them. The
study follows a descriptive approach, using a social survey method that included a
comprehensive count of all rural female health pioneers working in health units in
Aswan City (N = 82).

The findings revealed that the contributions of generalist practice were rated
highly, particularly in relation to professional values such as credibility and
justice, as well as in building partnerships with the local community and
diversifying communication channels. On the other hand, key challenges
emerged, including heavy workloads, limited resources, and difficulties in
reaching remote villages. Based on these results, the study emphasizes the
importance of integrating generalist social work practice with social marketing
strategies, drawing on communication theory and general systems theory, to
enhance the effectiveness of health campaigns and to advance sustainable health
development goals.

Keywords: Generalist social work practice, social work, rural female health pioneers,
health units, social marketing, Aswan.
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