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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the contribution of cultural events organized by the
Ministry of Culture in Saudi Arabia to enhancing citizenship values among university
youth, as well as to identify the main obstacles that may hinder their participation in
such events. The study employed a descriptive methodology and was based on a
sample of 421 male and female students from the College of Languages and
Humanities at Qassim University, with data collected through a questionnaire.

The findings indicated that cultural events significantly contribute to reinforcing
citizenship values among university students, particularly national loyalty and
belonging, responsibility, social participation, and respect for regulations and
compliance with them. The results also revealed that students show a stronger
tendency to participate in events with national and heritage themes compared to those
of a purely entertainment nature. Conversely, the study highlighted several barriers to
participation, most notably the inconvenient scheduling of events, their
geographically distant locations, weak promotion and marketing, in addition to
academic pressures and family commitments.

The study concluded that cultural events represent a strategic tool for strengthening
citizenship values among youth. It emphasized the importance of developing
comprehensive organizational, media, and awareness policies to increase participation
in national and cultural events. Furthermore, it recommended designing specialized
programs that encourage university students to engage in community-based cultural
initiatives, thereby fostering a culture of civic participation, supporting national
development, and advancing the cultural objectives of Saudi Vision 2030.

Keywords: Cultural Events- Citizenship Values — Youth- Ministry of Culture
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