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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the relationship between levels of
disability and exposure to intimate partner violence (IPV) among
married Saudi women, through a field study involving (100)
women receiving services from family protection organizations in
Jeddah — (50) with disabilities and (50) without. The study
adopted a correlational descriptive methodology and assessed the
relationship between physical and emotional disabilities and types
of IPV (emotional, physical, sexual, and controlling behaviors)
using internationally recognized standardized tools: the
Woashington Group Short Set (20 items) to evaluate disability
level, and the WHO Violence Against Women Instrument
(WHO VAWI, 17 items) to assess IPV.

Results revealed a strong positive correlation between total
tunctional difticulties (disability) and total IPV score (r = 0.92).
Additionally, physical and emotional disabilities were significantly
associated with overall IPV (r = 0.89 and r = 0.37, respectively).
Women with disabilities reported significantly higher rates of
[PV, particularly physical and emotional abuse, and controlling
behaviors, compared to their non-disabled counterparts. The
study recommends the adoption of comprehensive protection
policies that consider the nature of disability and ofter appropriate
psychosocial support. It also emphasizes the need for training
social workers, ensuring safe reporting channels, and designing
preventive programs tailored to the specific needs of women with
disabilities.

Keywords: Disability — Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence —
Saudi Women
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